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Topics in Early Childhood Special Education 
Understanding Indicator 12 - Early Childhood Transitions  

 
 
 
What is Indicator 12?  
Each year as part of the State Performance Plan (SPP), the New Hampshire Department of Education (NH 
DOE) monitors school districts on the percent of children referred by Part C (Family-Centered Early Supports 
and Services or FCESS) prior to age 3, who are found eligible for Part B (Preschool Special Education), and 
who have an IEP developed and implemented by their third birthdays.  Otherwise known as Indicator 12.  
 
How is Indicator 12 calculated?  
Each year, the NH DOE reviews NHSEIS data on children who were referred from FCESS to preschool special 
education whose third birthday occurred the previous year to calculate this percentage. It is very important that 
data entered into NHSEIS is both timely and accurate.  
 
 
What is the NH DOE looking for in the data?  
The NH DOE is looking to ensure that children who were referred from FCESS to preschool special education 
have timely transitions.  In order to be considered timely  

• Eligibility is determined prior to their third birthday, and 
• If eligible, the IEP  is developed (signed by the parent) by their third birthday 

 
 
What if a transition was not timely? (Eligibility or IEP not in place by 3rd birthday)  
In reviewing NHSEIS data, the NH DOE will request additional information (evidence) regarding any child 
whose transition data indicates that the transition was not timely. 
 
The NH DOE reviews this evidence for delays or exceptions to determine if there is a valid reason for delay and 
to determine compliance status.  
 
 
What are reasons for delay or exceptions for transitions being timely? 
Valid reasons for a delay include: 

• Child was initially referred to FCESS less than 90 days before their third birthday 
• Parent refusal to provide consent caused delays in evaluation or initial services 
• Parent repeatedly fails or refuses to produce the child for evaluation 
• Child was no longer in the jurisdiction of the district prior to the third birthday 

 
The NH DOE funds the Race 2K project to provide technical assistance to districts regarding the transition 
process and to support districts with providing evidence regarding delays in transitions.  In order to provide this 
evidence, additional information may need to be documented by school districts outside of NHSEIS. How 
districts do this varies greatly.  Race 2K has sample excel spreadsheets to help with transition data 
collection/monitoring on its website www.race2k.org.  If you have questions or would like more information, 
please contact Michelle Lewis or Jennifer Cunha of the Race 2K project at the Parent Information Center, 
mlewis@picnh.org or jcunha@picnh.org or 224-7005.   
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